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m 9-8628 


19 November 1957 


fir. Henry Loomis 
Director, Office of Research 
and Intelligence 

United State# Information Agency 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Loomis: 


Amc& 'y ^ ias asked me to send to you our views concerning 
the surveys of foreign public opinion conducted by USIA . 

. . , f® 3 * y® ars intelli. ence comrminity has been concerned 
with the problem of determinin. trends in foreign public opinion 
relating to matters of concern to U.S. policy. Until 195k the 
intelligence community was forced to rely on subjective report- 
xngfor this information, supplemented occasionally by surveys of 
varying sponsorship and reliability. Mince 195k, however, the 
iff ice of Research and intelligence (IRI), USIA has been furnish- 
ing to the community the results of surveys sponsored by them and 
on occasion, IRI has undertaken specific surveys at the request 


interested Government agencies. 


In surveying foreign public opinion, 
aseests. If none exist, IRI creates them, 


IRI 


!i, und9r tnc dlrect:Lon of the Ambassador 


imd the 'hblic Affairs Officer. 

.. con si*»r the repetitive trend information gained through 

*? 4 C£ great Value to C:IA - ^ 571 °re of thi^sort 
of systanatic information gathered could be done, m would be 

OUl ’ kn ° Wledge ° f ^ 9ituatian 111 portent areas of 


rinoerely yours. 


STAT 

STAT 

STAT 

STAT 

STAT 


^ / UU 


srtrl.i 

C t-.l -fwd 


W/T 


W. A. Tidwell 

Assistant to DD/l (Planning) 
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